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GOLD EXPERIENCE 
2ND EDITION
Gold Experience 2nd edition is an 8-level course that prepares 
students for the Cambridge English Qualifications exams while 
building their language and real-world skills. The course gives 
students thorough exam preparation in terms of both strategy 
and language, while simultaneously developing the life skills 
that students will need to use English successfully beyond the 
classroom. Real-world, engaging materials ensure students are 
switched on and curious to learn more. This second edition is fully 
updated with new content and a new design.

The B1 level
The B1 level is designed for classes where some or all students are 
preparing for B1 level exams such as B1 Preliminary for Schools. 
However, the ‘general English’ feel and teen-centric topics and 
texts make it suitable for students at this level who are not 
studying for the exam. With all-new content for the second 
edition, Gold Experience B1 will continue its focus on developing 
students’ confidence in using English for communication and 
extending their knowledge of vocabulary and structures. It 
also aims to find surprising and engaging ways to introduce 
some thought-provoking topics and themes, and encourages 
students to reflect on their own knowledge and experience. 
Gold Experience 2nd edition will equip students to succeed in 
the B1 Preliminary for Schools exam, but also to succeed in their 
upcoming young adult lives.

The principles and methodology
Reliable
First and foremost, you need your course to help you achieve 
students’ core aims of building language skills and passing 
exams. With Gold Experience 2nd edition, the syllabus is based 
on a combination of exam requirements and the Global Scale of 
English, ensuring comprehensive language coverage. Meanwhile, 
we have brought together highly experienced authors and exam 
consultants to ensure accuracy and rigour in exam preparation, 
as well as managing the balance of general English, exam English 
and life skills. This means you can rest assured that your students 
will be learning the right language with suitable practice to help 
them excel in their exams and communicate with confidence.

‘Under-the-hood’ exam preparation 
We believe that students need training and practice to excel 
in exams, but that this doesn’t need to be the overarching 
feel of a class. In Gold Experience 2nd edition, exam tasks are 
woven seamlessly into the flow of the lesson, but can be easily 
identified by the  icon. Each unit includes work on every exam 
paper, giving students exposure to realistic tasks with a focus 
on the target language of the unit. Over the course of the 
book, students build their exam strategies and their confidence 
through the step-by-step core activities and task-based exam 
tips. For those classes or individuals wanting more targeted exam 
preparation we have a full practice test in the Workbook, and an 
additional Exam Practice book for practice of full papers.

Engagement 
Gold Experience 2nd edition aims to bring new experiences to 
students, and encourage students to bring their own experience 
to the classroom. We believe that any text or discussion topic 
should be interesting regardless of the language, and we have 
tried to balance light, quirky topics that students will have fun 
with, with more weighty themes to really get them thinking. 

Where possible, we have used authentic texts and real people 
in reading texts allowing students to expand on anything that 
takes their interest. Authentic broadcast video from a variety 
of sources, and grammar ‘vox pop’ interviews with teenagers 
introduce students to authentic accents and real experiences 
and stories.

As every teacher knows, when students are engaged with the 
topic and the material, they are engaged with English and 
everything else is just that little bit easier.

‘Whole student’ development
As well as language and exams, we know you care about 
developing your students as citizens of the world. This means 
helping them develop their ability to think critically, assimilate 
new information and points of view, and formulate, express and 
defend their opinions. This means helping them develop research 
techniques, work both alone and with others, and reflect on 
their own learning. In Gold Experience 2nd edition, these skills 
are developed throughout each unit in the Speak up sections, 
where students are encouraged to discuss and debate, and in 
a more focused way, at the end of each unit in the Project and 
Independent Learning strands. The Projects are designed to be 
flexible and you can decide to do them quickly in class, or expand 
them into longer-term projects over several classes or weeks. The 
Independent Learning syllabus builds over the course of the book 
to help students discover both study tools and techniques, and 
more about themselves as learners. 

Flexible resources
We know that the real classroom can often be far more 
complex than the ideal classroom we imagine. For that reason, 
we’ve provided a wealth of materials to provide extra support 
or further challenge for students who need it, plenty of 
additional and alternative ideas and resources for you, and 
a full suite of components to allow you to tailor your teaching 
package to your classroom.
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COURSE 
COMPONENTS
For students
Student’s Book with App
• Short Starter Unit allows students 

to review and practise key skills 
before starting on exam practice. 

• Nine topic-based units divided 
into 6 main teaching lessons, plus 
video, project, independent learning, 
wordlist and unit check.

• Final tenth unit review provides 
revision of language and skills from 
the course in exam task format.

• Training and practice for the 
B1 Preliminary for Schools exam is 
seamlessly integrated into every lesson.

• Students and teachers can easily identify exam-like tasks with 
the  icon.

• Additional examples of vocabulary sets in Extend vocabulary 
in the back of the book.

READING
Power up
1  Look at photos A and B. Have you heard of these sea 

creatures before? What other sea creatures do you 
know about?

2  Read the blog post on page 71 quickly and answer the 
questions.

1 What other sea creatures does the blog post talk about?

2 Which facts did you fi nd surprising?

Read on
3  Look at the pronouns in bold in the fi rst paragraph of the 

blog post. What does each one refer to? Choose A or B.

1 A the Earth’s oceans

 B humans have explored fi ve percent of oceans

2 A the documentary series

 B the ocean

3 A the ocean

 B the documentary series

4  Read the exam tip and complete the task.

exam tip: gapped text
Make sure that the subject/object pronouns or possessive 
adjectives in the sentences match the nouns before or a	 er 
the gap.

Read these sentences and decide if A or B best fi ts the gap. 
Use the words in bold to help you.

I like documentaries.   . I learn a lot from them.

A It teaches people things.

B They’re interesting programmes.

5  Read these sentences. Five of them have been removed 
from the blog post. Find the pronouns in the sentences. 

6   Read the blog post again. For each question, choose 
the correct answer. There are three extra sentences 
which you do not need to use.

7  Find these words in the blog post. Match them with 
their meanings.

explore  incredible  planet  sight  survive  tiny creature

1 unbelievable:  

2 continue to live in di�  cult conditions:  

3 a large, round object in space that moves around the sun: 
 

4 something you can see:  

5 travel around to fi nd out about a place:  

6 a very small living thing that’s not a plant:  

Sum up
8  In your own words, explain what you have learnt about the 

sea creatures in the blog post.

Speak up
9  Work in pairs. Do you think you’d enjoy watching ‘The Blue 

Planet’? Why/Why not? What would you like to watch a 
documentary about?

A They were quite dangerous.

B Eventually, it broke.

C I’ve since read this change isn’t unusual for fi sh.

D But they then swam deep into the ocean.

E However, I defi nitely think it was worth the time.

F It’s not an easy journey for them.

G It can swim as fast as sixty kilometres per hour.

H It’s not only land creatures which are intelligent.

A green turtle

6 Down to Earth

70 The Mariana Trench in the Paci� c Ocean is deeper than � ve Ei� el Towers on top of each other.

Did you know that humans have explored just fi ve percent of the Earth’s 
oceans? I fi nd 1that surprising. Seventy percent of the Earth is covered with 
water, which means there’s a lot we don’t know about our planet. I recently 
watched a documentary series called ‘The Blue Planet II’. 2It was really 
interesting and taught its viewers about the ocean and life in 3it.

For example, we saw the rather ugly adult kobudai fi sh turn from a female 
into a male. 1   In fact, about 500 di� erent types of fi sh experience 
it. Once the fi sh became male, he fought other male fi sh for the attention of 
the females.

There was also the tusk fi sh which used a rock as a kitchen tool. The fi sh 
put a shellfi sh in its mouth and then repeatedly hit the shell against a rock. 
2   The fi sh picked up what was inside the shell and ate it.

We discovered that baby green turtles must survive alone from the moment 
they hatch from eggs on the beach. They immediately travel several metres 
across the sand to the sea. 3   They are sometimes caught and 
eaten by birds. Even if they reach the sea, they have to swim for many 
kilometres before they are safe.

The most surprising creature for me was the giant trevally fi sh. 
4   This ability helps it to follow a bird from under water and 
then jump out and catch it. It was a shocking sight.

These are just a few of the incredible animals we saw in the documentary 
series. It took fi lm-makers four years to make. 5   The 
photography was amazing and I was excited by what I saw. It made me 
realise just how little I know about our blue planet.

‘Did you know 
that humans 
have explored 
just fi ve percent 
of the Earth’s 
oceans?’

kobudai fi shBOur 
blue planet
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• Students are encouraged to explore their ideas, opinions 
and knowledge of the world through frequent discussion 
opportunities, for example through Speak up activities. 

• Video clips expose students to a variety of authentic 
broadcasting formats, accents and ideas, and encourage 
students to think critically about what they watch.

• Where appropriate, grammar vox pop interviews give 
authentic examples of target grammar in use.

• End of unit projects can be adapted depending on the 
time available, and encourage students to explore a topic, 
collaborate and work creatively with classmates, and present 
back to the class. 

• Independent learning sections guide students through 
diff erent aspects of self-refl ection and help them become more 
successful learners.

• The back of book Grammar fi le gives a full page of detailed 
grammar and language explanation, plus a full page of practice 
activities for every unit.

• Writing fi le and Speaking fi le give task-by-task exam-related 
help and useful language for productive tasks.

• Student’s App gives access to videos and the extensive class 
and workbook audio, as well as additional fun practice of 
course vocabulary. Accessed via a code in every Student’s Book.

eBook for students
• Full Student’s Book in digital format with embedded audio, 

video and interactive activities.

• Suitable for computer or tablet.

Workbook 
• Mirrors the Student’s Book lesson by lesson and consolidates 

learning with targeted practice.

• Additional topic-related practice of reading, writing, speaking 
and listening skills.

• Extensive practice of course grammar and vocabulary, 
including practice of Extend vocabulary from the back of the 
Student’s Book for stronger students.

• Complete practice exam in Unit 10.

• Designed for either independent study at home or in-class 
extra practice.

• Audio for listening lessons available on the Student’s App.• Audio for listening lessons available on the Student’s App

3  Read the blog post on page 49 quickly. Was 
the writer’s experience positive or negative?

 

4  Find the pronouns in these sentences (A–H). 
Sometimes there is more than one.

A It was calm and warm.

B They were a real surprise.

C I didn’t want to return to land, though.

D I didn’t think it would be possible.

E Then we went down further.

F There were four other beginners with me.

G I wasn’t quite sure if it was right.

H They were really painful.

5   Read the blog post again. For each gap, 
choose the correct sentence from Ex 4. 
There are three extra sentences which you 
do not need to use. Use the pronouns you 
identifi ed in Ex 4 to help you fi nd which 
sentence fi ts each gap.

6  Find words in the article that have 
these meanings.

1 very surprised (para 2)  

2 immediately, without delay (para 3) 
 

3 moving in a regular rhythm (para 3) 
 

4 feel so frightened you can’t think clearly 
(para 3)  

5 relax (para 3)  

6 the top part of an area of water or land 
(para 5)  

7  Choose the right word from Ex 6 to complete 
the sentences from reviews of a scuba 
diving trip. 

1 You can hear your heart   
because it’s so quiet down there.

2 It’s easy to   at fi rst, but once 
you   you’ll love it.

3 You have to remember not to swim 
  up to the  .

4 I was   at everything we saw – 
incredible!

READING
1  Read the clues and complete the crossword.

Across

2 something you can see

5 continue to live a� er serious 
problems or a dangerous 
situation

6 Earth, Mercury, Mars, etc.

Down

1 travel around an area to fi nd 
out about it

3 great; so good that you can’t 
believe it

4 very small

1

2 3 4

5

6

2  Read the advertisement. What do the pronouns in bold (1–6) refer to? 
Circle the right part of the text.

Scuba diving lessons
Are you interested in discovering life underwater? Would you like 
to explore the ocean and see 1its magic for yourself? Take a scuba 
diving lesson with us and do just 2that.

Our expert instructors will take you to a fantastic spot in the ocean. 
First, 3they’ll teach you about safety as 4this is extremely important 
to us. Then 5they’ll show you some amazing sea life. You’ll even be 
able to photograph 6it with one of our underwater cameras.

Click here to book a lesson. 7It’s the experience of a lifetime!

48

Down to earth6
I’ve wanted to scuba dive since I was little. I saw a documentary about the ocean and I wanted to 
go underwater and see all those amazing sea creatures myself. 1   . However, last week 
my dream came true and I went scuba diving for the fi rst time.

I was on holiday with my parents on my birthday. My gift was a scuba diving lesson. I was amazed! 
It wasn’t a solo lesson. 2   . They were all as excited as me. Thomas, the instructor, 
started by teaching us how to breathe with the equipment. He taught us what to do and also what 
not to do. At that point, I started to get nervous. I realised scuba diving could be dangerous.

A lot of beginners start in the swimming pool but we went straight into the sea. The boat took us to 
a place about fi fteen minutes from the coast. There, we got into the water. 3   . My body 
wasn’t. My heart was beating fast and I suddenly felt cold. I was starting to panic. I took some deep 
breaths and tried to calm down.

We were shown some breathing exercises to start, then we went down into the water. We got down 
to about ten metres. I could only pay attention to my ears at fi rst. 4   . I tried to get the 
water out of them and after a minute or two, they stopped hurting. I looked around. The sea was 
a beautiful colour – not the same as it looked from the boat at all. There were fi sh all around me. 
They were all different colours. I started to relax.

We spent around forty-fi ve minutes in the sea before the instructor told us to swim slowly up to the 
surface so we could head back to the coast. 5   . I wanted to stay there longer to enjoy 
the fascinating sea life but sadly the day had come to an end. If you ever get the chance to dive, 
you should take it. I loved it and I’m defi nitely planning on going again next year. I just have to save 
some money now!

scuba divingMy fi rst

experiencescuba divingscuba divingscuba divingscuba divingscuba divingscuba diving

49

Online Practice for students
• Fully interactive digital version of the Workbook, which 

complements and consolidates the Student’s Book material.

• Instantly graded activities with supportive feedback.

• Personal gradebook for students to review their performance.

• Access to Student’s Book video and audio for students.

Exam practice books
• Additional intensive practice for the B1 Preliminary for Schools. 

• Two complete practice tests, one with tips and guidance for 
every task.

• Extensive support for productive tasks at the back of the book.

• Online answer keys, audio and speaking test videos with 
teacher’s resources.

INTRODUCTION B12ND EDITION
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Resources

• Teaching notes (digital teacher’s book).

• Detailed grammar PowerPoint presentations for each unit’s 
grammar points.

• Three photocopiable worksheets (Grammar, Vocabulary + 
skill or exam focus) per Student’s Book unit, with full teaching 
notes and answer key.

• Class audio and video.

• Assessment package (see below).

Assessment package 

• Extensive range of tests for use 
throughout the course.

• A/B versions of core tests to 
prevent cheating.

• Versions for students with special 
educational needs.

• Available as ready-to-print pdfs or 
editable word documents.

• Answer keys and audio fi les.

• Test pack includes:

• Diagnostic test to help place 
students and identify strengths 
or weaknesses.

• Unit tests with two papers: Grammar and Vocabulary; 
Listening and Reading.

• Review tests every three units with three papers: Grammar 
and Vocabulary; Writing; Speaking.

• End of Year test with three papers: Listening and Reading; 
Writing; Speaking.

Online Practice for teachers

• Teacher view of Online Practice provides a full learning 
management system.

• Assign tasks to the whole class, groups or individual students 
depending on their needs.

• Automatic marking to save time.

• Performance area lets you see how individual students and the 
whole class are progressing overall and by skill.

For teachers
Teacher’s Book
• Teaching notes with a wealth of additional and alternative 

classroom ideas, including for mixed ability classes, fast fi nishers, 
and additional questions to encourage critical thinking. 

• Exam information, including how Student’s Book activities may 
diff er from exam tasks (for example, shorter text length, fewer 
items, a focus on unit language meaning less variety of tested 
language than in the exam, etc.).

• ‘How to’ sections in the introduction, giving advice on 
teaching for exams, fl ipping the classroom, developing your 
students as independent learners, teaching with projects and 
teaching with readers.

• Speaking and Writing Success Criteria at the back of the book 
to help you and your students understand what a solid answer, 
a good answer and an ‘acing it’ answer looks like.

• Photocopiable audio scripts and videoscripts at the back 
of the book.

• Workbook answer key.

• Access code for all Gold Experience digital teacher tools.

4Taking part 

Lead-in SB p45
Write the unit title Taking part on the 
board and elicit what it means (doing 
a sport as an individual or as part of 
a team/entering a competition). Tell 
students a sport you love now and 
a sport you loved when you were 
a child, e.g. cycling now, football then. 
Ask for examples from the class. Start 
to list the sports mentioned on the 
board. Ask students to work in pairs 
to see who can write down the most 
sports as they can in two minutes. 
Collate their ideas and add to the board.

Books open. Focus students’ attention 
on the photograph and ask what they 
can see and what is happening (the boy 
has won a competition, he’s holding a 
cup and his supporters are li ing him 
in the air). What do they think has just 
happened?

If your students are quite confi dent, 
discuss the questions in open group. 
If they are less confi dent, allow them 
time to discuss with a partner before 
opening up the discussion. Students can 
discuss the questions in pairs or small 
groups. Conduct class feedback, asking 
for reasons for their answers, and see 
which students think winning is more 
important than taking part.

READING
topic: unusual sports
skill: identifying phrases with 
similar meanings
ask: multiple matching

GRAMMAR
present perfect
past simple and present perfect

VOCABULARY
sport

LISTENING
topic: enjoying sport
skill: listening for the question
task: multiple choice

SPEAKING
topic: watching and doing sport
skill: saying when you are not sure
task: describing a photo

WRITING
topic: a new sport
skill: linking ideas
task: article

SWITCH ON 
video: top spin
project: plan a campaign

68

4 Taking part

4  Ask students to look at the photographs and tell you 
what they show. Check any unfamiliar vocabulary and put 
it on the board. Give a time limit for the class to read the 
article individually, and then discuss the matching task 
with a partner. Conduct feedback and ask students to 
give reasons for their answers.

1 C  2 G  3 A

exam tip

5  Explain the exam task to the students and point out that 
it is a Part 2 Reading task from the B1 Preliminary for 
Schools exam. They read posts or comments from five 
people, usually talking about something they want to 
do, and giving some information about themselves. Then 
they read eight short texts which give possibilities for 
the five people to choose from. Students need to match 
the five people with five of the possibilities. There will 
be three extra texts that are not needed. Tell students 
that the information they need to look for will not be in 
exactly the same words: there will be phrases with similar 
meanings. Read the exam tip with the class and ask them 
individually to find the phrase in the article, then to 
compare their answer with a partner. Conduct feedback.

‘lots of teams all playing at the same time’

exam task: multiple matching

6   Read through the exam task with the class. Ask 
students to go through the posts again and underline 
key information they think will be useful for the 
matching task. Check ideas in open class. Students 
then complete the exam task. Remind them that they 
should not worry about any unfamiliar vocabulary. 
This will not prevent them from doing the matching 
task. Check answers as a class.

1 B lots of us can play together = as many teams as 
possible all playing at the same time; outside = field, 
tough = being strong and keeping going till the end

2 E team = teammates, water sports = lakes, swimming 
pools, fun = informal

3 G team = teams of six, fun/silly = pushing a bed, strong/
fast runner = push bed/ race

4 D lazy / no practice = don’t need to train, no expensive 
equipment = anyone can do it, silly = hold toe down

5 A by the sea = on the beach, ball games = ball/like 
volleyball, team = teams of 3–5 players

alternative: mixed ability
If students are at a lower level, allow them to work in pairs 
before you conduct class feedback. Fast finishers could 
underline vocabulary they do not know, or that they think 
others in the class may not know. Conduct feedback on 
answers to the exam task. Ask for reasons why students 
chose these answers. 

READING SB pp46–47

To start
Tell students about an unusual sport competition you’ve 
seen or taken part in. For example, children’s sports days – 
egg-and-spoon race (children run holding a hard-boiled egg 
on a spoon), sack race (runner has to jump in a sack to reach 
the finish line). Ask for examples from the class of similar 
experiences or unusual sports competitions they’ve heard 
about. If your students lack confidence put them in pairs 
to tell their partners before offering examples in full group. 
Discuss any unusual, interesting or fun examples.

Power up
1  Use examples from the warm up to remind students of 

the meaning of equipment, e.g. sack, spoon and egg. 
Ask the class for examples of other types of sports 
equipment. Prompt if necessary by naming a sport to 
elicit the items, e.g. cycling (helmet), swimming (goggles), 
etc. Read through the list and the question in Exercise 1. 
Ask for suggestions in open class.

Possible answers
goggles – swimming, diving
helmet – cycling
net – tennis, football, hockey, volleyball, badminton
racket – tennis, badminton
trainers – running, track, badminton, volleyball
wetsuit – underwater sports, diving, surfing
without equipment – running, yoga

2  Students give answers in open class. Put any new 
equipment words on the board. A faster group could give 
more details about what it is used for.

Students’ own answers

Read on
3  Read through the task with the class and give them up 

to two minutes to read and answer the question. Timing 
will depend on how strong your class is. Fast finishers 
can think about which person they are most like and why. 
Conduct feedback, asking for phrases which gave the 
answers. Ask fast finishers for their ideas. Check students 
understand tough (strong, mentally and physically).

Students 1, 2 and 3

extra
You could extend the activity by asking the following:

1 who doesn’t want to work very hard? (Joseph)
2 who has already won competitions? (Sandra / Hannah)
3 who doesn’t much like one particular sport? (Hannah)

If your students are quite strong you could do this in open 
group. Otherwise, they could discuss in pairs, perhaps 
reading it again before you conduct feedback.

extra: fast finishers
Ask students what activities / competitions they might 
recommend to the people.
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Teacher’s Online Resources
All the support a busy teacher needs in one place, accessed via 
the access code in the back of the Teacher’s Book or via your 
Pearson consultant.

Presentation tool

• Front-of-class teacher’s tool with fully interactive version of 
every Student’s Book and Workbook activity with integrated 
audio and video.

• Planning mode, including teacher’s notes, and teaching mode.

• Easy navigation via either book page or lesson fl ow.

• Additional whole-class game activities – plus score and timer 
tools for teacher-led games.

students and identify strengths 

UNIT 6: Skills Test A

Dictation

You are going to listen to a recording 
about pollution. Listen to the whole 
recording once. Then you will hear the 
recording again with pauses for you to 
write down what you hear. Make sure you 
spell the words correctly.

   ..  

........................................

........................................

........................................

........................................

.......................................

___/10

Listening

Task 1

You will hear an interview with Travis 
White, a teenager who has created an app 
to help reduce rubbish on the street.

For each question, choose the correct 
answer.

1 How did Travis become able to create apps?
A He attended classes.
B He checked in several books.
C He watched short films on websites.

2 Who helped Travis get the idea for his app?
A his parents 
B the teachers at his school
C people in cities who drop rubbish

3 According to Travis, why do people leave rubbish in 
the street?
A They don’t really notice it.
B They don’t think it’s their problem.
C They don’t want cleaners to lose their jobs. 

4 Travis says his app is well-liked because 
A both younger and older people find it interesting.
B people in any city can use it.
C it’s both enjoyable and benefits the environment.

5 Travis’s next app will help people to waste less
A electricity.
B water. 
C money on shopping.

6 What does Travis recommend doing to help people 
create good apps?
A watch the news 
B travel to different parts of the world 
C talking other people

___/18

Task 2

In your own words, explain why some people find 
Travis White’s app enjoyable to use. 

___/2

Dictation  
Hundreds of plastic bottles | are found every week | on 

the beach | near where I live. | The beautiful, 
white sand | is covered with | horrible rubbish. | 
People should recycle more | rather than | 
throwing these things away.

Listening 
1 1C    2A    3B     4C    5B 6A
2 It’s enjoyable because it’s a bit like a game. 

Users only have a certain time to reach the 
nearest rubbish bin and get points for getting 
there on time.
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