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GOLD EXPERIENCE 
2ND EDITION
Gold Experience second edition is an 8-level course that 
prepares students for the Cambridge English exams while 
building their language and real-world skills. The course gives 
students thorough exam preparation in terms of both strategy 
and language, while simultaneously developing the life skills 
that students will need to use English successfully beyond the 
classroom. Real-world, engaging materials ensure students are 
switched on and curious to learn more. This second edition is fully 
updated with new content and a new design.

The A2 level
Gold Experience A2 is aimed at students aged 12–15 years old, 
who are at the beginning of their journey learning English, and 
may be working towards one of the Cambridge for Schools 
qualifications. The A2 level introduces students to the task 
types and strategies that they’ll need when they sit the A2 Key 
for Schools exam. However, the engaging activities and themes 
also make Gold Experience A2 suitable for students who are not 
preparing for an exam.

Gold Experience A2 provides students with a solid grounding in 
the basics of English grammar, and will begin to develop students’ 
confidence in speaking in English. It includes themes accessible to 
pre-teens, and gives them achievable yet challenging tasks.

The principles and methodology
Reliable
First and foremost, you need your course to help you help 
students build language skills and pass exams. With Gold 
Experience second edition, the syllabus is based on a combination 
of exam requirements and the Global Scale of English, ensuring 
comprehensive language coverage. Meanwhile, we have brought 
together highly experienced authors and exam consultants 
to ensure accuracy and rigor in exam preparation, as well as 
managing the balance of general English, exam English and life 
skills. This means you can rest assured that your students will be 
learning the right language with suitable practice to help them 
excel in their exams and communicate with confidence.

‘Under-the-hood’ exam preparation
We believe that students need training and practice to excel 
in exams, but that this doesn’t need to be the overarching feel 
of a class. In Gold Experience second edition, exam tasks are 
woven seamlessly into the flow of the lesson, but can be easily 
identified by the  icon. Each unit includes activities based on 
exam task types to develop familiarity with these while building 
on the target language of the unit. Over the course of the 
book, students build their exam strategies and their confidence 
through the step-by-step core activities and task-based exam 
tips. For those classes or individuals wanting more targeted exam 
preparation we have a full practice test in the Workbook, and an 
additional Exam Practice book for practice of full papers.

Engagement
Gold Experience second edition aims to bring new experiences to 
students, and encourage students to bring their own experience 
to the classroom. We believe that any text or discussion topic 
should be interesting regardless of the language, and at A2, we 
have used a range of light, quirky topics that students will have 
fun with.

Where possible, we have used authentic texts and real people 
in reading texts allowing students to investigate anything 
that takes their interest. Authentic broadcast video from a 
variety of sources, and grammar ‘vox pop’ interviews with the 
general public, introduce students to authentic accents and 
real experiences and stories. Most of the vox pop interviewees 
are young teenage schoolchildren, which we feel will engage 
your students because they will identify closely with their views 
and experiences.

As every teacher knows, when students are engaged with the 
topic and the material, they are engaged with English and 
everything else is just that little bit easier.

‘Whole student’ development
As well as language and exams, we know you care about 
developing your students as citizens of the world. This means 
helping them develop their ability to think critically, assimilate 
new information and points of view, and formulate, express and 
defend their opinions. This means helping them develop research 
techniques, work both alone and with others, and reflect on their 
own learning. In Gold Experience second edition, these skills are 
developed throughout each unit in the Speak Up sections, where 
students are encouraged to express their own views, and in a 
more focused way, at the end of each unit in the Project section. 
The Projects are designed to be flexible and you can decide to do 
them quickly in class, or expand them into longer-term projects 
over several classes or weeks.

Flexible resources
We know that the real classroom can often be far more complex 
than the ideal classroom we imagine. For that reason, we’ve 
provided a wealth of materials to provide extra support or 
further challenge for students who need it, plenty of additional 
and alternative ideas and resources for you, and a full suite of 
components to allow you to tailor your teaching package to 
your classroom.
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COURSE 
COMPONENTS
For students
Student’s Book with App
• Nine topic-based units divided into 

8 main teaching lessons, plus video, 
project, wordlist and unit check.

• Initial Starter unit to review and 
consolidate the very basics of English 
which may or may not have been 
covered by students before starting 
this course.

• Final tenth unit review provides 
revision of language and skills from 
the course.

• Training and practice for the 
Cambridge A2 Key for Schools exam is seamlessly integrated 
into every unit.

• Students and teachers can easily identify exam-like tasks with 
the  icon.

• Students are encouraged to begin to communicate their ideas, 
opinions and knowledge of the world from the fi rst lesson, 
through frequent discussion opportunities, for example 
through Speak up activities.

• Video clips expose students to a variety of authentic 
broadcasting formats, accents and ideas, and encourage 
students to think critically about what they watch.

• Where appropriate, grammar vox pop interviews give 
authentic examples of target grammar in use.

• End of unit projects can be adapted depending on the 
time available, and encourage students to explore a topic, 
collaborate and work creatively with classmates, and present 
back to the class.

• The back of book Grammar fi le gives a full page of detailed 
grammar and language explanation, plus a full page of practice 
activities for every unit.

• Writing fi le and Speaking fi le give task-by-task exam-related 
help and useful language for productive tasks.

• Student’s App gives access to videos and the extensive class 
and workbook audio, as well as additional fun practice of 
course vocabulary. Accessed via a code in every Student’s Book.course vocabulary. Accessed via a code in every Student’s Book.

READING
Power up
1  Work in pairs. Ask and answer the questions.

1 How much time do you spend on your phone 
every day?

2 How much time do you spend on your computer 
every day?

Read on
2  Choose the correct answer (A, B or C). 

 A vlogger is a person who :
A records a video diary and puts it on the internet.
B spends a lot of time sending texts.
C loves playing video games.

3  Read the article. What is Tubers UK? What can you do 
there?

4  Read the article again and answer the questions.

1 Is the club only for teenagers?
2 How many Tubers UK clubs are there?
3 What does Becky learn from a vlog?
4 Where can you fi nd Piero’s football video?
5 Why would Amelie like to join a club?

5   Read the exam tip and the email below. Write 
the correct answer in each gap. Write one word for 
each gap.

exam tip: open cloze
Look at the gaps and decide what kind of word you 
need (verb, adjective, pronoun, preposition, etc.).

Sum up
6  What does the article tell you about Tubers UK? 

Name three facts.

Speak up
7  Would you like to go to a club like Tubers UK? Would 

you like to be a vlogger? Why/Why not?

 To: Max  From: Jessica

To Max

Thank you for sending me the article about Tubers 
UK. It looks really good. We don’t have any clubs 
like that 1   I live. I think it’s a great 
idea. I love watching vlogs. The name of my 
favourite vlog 2   Cooking with Carlos. 
I love watching his videos. Carlos is 3   
Colombia. He’s the same age as me and he goes 
4   high school in Bogotá. He always 
cooks different kinds of dishes. I watch his vlog 
every week. My friends like him too. We sometimes 
try and cook some of his dishes, but we’re 
5   very good yet!

See 6   soon,

Jessica

2 Are you online?

24  YouTube receives more than 45,000,000 hits every day!
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A REPORT BY JOSEPH FLINT

It’s 10 a.m. on Saturday morning. 
What are you doing? Maybe you’re 
messaging your friends, downloading music 
or even still sleeping in bed! But one group 
of teenagers isn’t doing any of those things. 
They’re busy in a studio in Exeter. They’re 
making a video and trying different webcams. 
These students are members of Tubers UK. 
Tubers UK is a weekly club for 7–18-year-olds 
in the city of Exeter. So what are they learning at 
Tubers UK? They’re learning to make YouTube-style 
videos and create their own vlog. At the moment 
Tubers UK are teaching teenagers only in Exeter, but 
they hope to open lots more clubs in other parts of the 
country soon.

So, what do our readers think of this idea?

BECKY, 15: I love the idea of Tubers 
UK! I always follow vloggers online. My 
favourite vlogger is called Mazz. She gives 
great fashion advice. I’d really like to learn 
how to create my own vlog.

PIERO, 16: Sounds cool! We don’t have 
Tubers UK in my town, but we’re doing something 
similar at my school. My teacher’s doing a media 
project with us: we’re fi lming a video about our 
football team. We’re doing it for our school website.

AMELIE, 15: I like the idea! It’s fun to learn with 
other people. My sister’s studying computer science at 
university. She’s teaching me how to make my own vlog 
about my animals. My sister’s not a bad teacher, but I really 
like the idea of a club.

HOW DO YOU 

BECOME A VLOGGER?

NOW 
YOU CAN 

LEARN 
HOW!
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eBook for students
• Full Student’s Book in digital format with embedded audio, 

video and interactive activities.

• Suitable for computer or tablet.

Workbook
• Mirrors the Student’s Book lesson-by-lesson and consolidates 

learning with targeted practice.

• Additional topic-related practice of reading, writing, speaking 
and listening skills.

• Extensive practice of course grammar and vocabulary, 
including practice of Extend vocabulary from the back of the 
Student’s Book for stronger students

• Complete A2 Key for Schools practice exam in Unit 10.

• Designed for either independent study at home or in-class 
extra practice.

• Audio for listening lessons available on the Student’s App.• Audio for listening lessons available on the Student’s App

Online Practice for students
• Fully interactive digital version of the Workbook, which 

complements and consolidates the Student’s Book material.

• Instantly graded activities with supportive feedback.

• Personal gradebook for students to review their performance.

• Access to Student’s Book video and audio for students.

Exam practice books
• Additional intensive practice for the Cambridge A2 Key for 

Schools exam.

• Two complete practice tests, one with tips and guidance for 
every task.

• Extensive support for productive tasks at the back of the book.

• Online answer keys, audio and speaking test videos with 
teacher’s resources.
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Resources

• Teaching notes (digital Teacher’s Book).

• Detailed grammar PowerPoint presentations for each unit’s 
grammar points (see screenshot above). 

• Three photocopiable worksheets (Grammar, Vocabulary + 
skill or exam focus) per Student’s Book unit, with full teaching 
notes and answer key.

• Class audio and video.

• Assessment package (see details below).

• Expanded Wordlists for each unit of the Student’s Book, 
including example sentences and phonetics. These wordlists 
are editable, allowing teachers to add their own examples or 
translations.

Assessment package

• Extensive range of tests for use 
throughout the course.

• A/B versions of core tests to 
prevent copying.

• Versions for students 
with dyslexia.

• Available as ready-to-print pdfs 
or editable word documents.

• Answer keys and audio fi les.

• Test pack includes:

• Diagnostic test to help place 
students and identify strengths 
or weaknesses.

• Unit tests with two papers: Vocabulary and Grammar; 
Listening and Reading.

•  Review tests every three units with three papers:
Vocabulary and Grammar; Writing; Speaking.

• End of Year test with three papers: Listening, Language and 
Reading; Writing; Speaking.

Online Practice for teachers

• Teacher view of Online Practice provides a full learning 
management system.

• Assign tasks to the whole class, groups or individual students 
depending on their needs.

• Automatic marking to save time.

• Performance area lets you see how individual students and 
the whole class are progressing overall and by skill.

students and identify strengths 

For teachers
Teacher’s Book
• Teaching notes with a wealth of additional and alternative 

classroom ideas, including an idea for how to start and fi nish 
each lesson, and ideas for mixed-ability classes, fast fi nishers, 
and additional questions to encourage critical thinking.

• Exam information, including how Student’s Book activities may 
diff er from exam tasks (for example, shorter text length, fewer 
items, a focus on unit language meaning less variety of tested 
language than in the exam, etc.).

• ‘How to’ sections in the introduction, giving advice on teaching 
for exams, fl ipping the classroom, developing your students as 
independent learners, teaching with projects and teaching with 
readers.

• Speaking and Writing Success Criteria at the back of the book 
to help you and your students understand what a solid answer, 
a good answer and an ‘acing it’ answer looks like.

• Photocopiable videoscripts at the back of the book.

• Workbook answer key.

• Access code for all Gold Experience digital teacher tools.

3The right answer!
READING
topic: music and studying
skill: fi nding specifi c information
task: multiple choice, open cloze

GRAMMAR
past simple regular and irregular 
verbs
past simple questions and short 
answers

VOCABULARY
school and education
school words, places in school, 
school collocations

LISTENING
topic: schools around the world
skill: listening for specifi c 
information
task: multiple choice

SPEAKING
topic: fi rst day at school
skill: asking and answer questions 
about the past
task: talk about the fi rst day 
at school

WRITING
topic: a di� erent school day
skill: ordering events
task:a description

SWITCH ON 
video: life at Gordonstoun
project: community project 
proposal

Lead-in SB p35
Ask students to look at the photo and 
say what they can see and what is 
happening (a bear and it seems to be 
putting its hand up as if to answer a 
question). Ask students if this is how 
they answer questions at school, (in 
some cultures students may speak 
without putting their hand up). Read 
the unit title and the quotation with the 
class and ask: Do you like putting your 
hand up in class to answer questions? 
Why/Why not? Do you think it’s a 
good idea? What are the advantages/
disadvantages? Can you think of other 
ways to get more students in the class 
answering questions? You may like to 
share one or two of the ideas in the 
Background information box with them. 

Read the questions with the class. Ask 
students to discuss them in groups, 
then ask for feedback from the groups. 
Then ask students what they think 
this unit will be about (school and 
education).

background 
information
Putting up your hand is traditionally 
used in the classroom in English-
speaking countries for students to 
indicate to the teacher that they 
want to ask a question or that they 
know the answer to a question the 
teacher has asked. However, in the 
last few years teaching methods are 
moving away from this approach, 
with teachers arguing that this only 
engages a small percentage of the 
class and that many students who 
are shy do not get to interact.

In 2016, one school in the UK 
banned putting hands up, saying 
that it was always the same hands 
going up and that they wished to 
promote more participation across 
the whole of the class.

New methods include putting 
students into small groups to discuss 
answers, using sticks with students’ 
names on, asking students to write 
the answer on a small whiteboard 
and holding it up, and using a clicker 
(an electronic device that students 
can each use to vote on a question 
so that individual students will 
not feel embarrassed about being 
singled out to answer a question).
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3 The right answer!

exam tip
Go through the exam tip with the class. Put students into pairs 
to decide what they think are the key words and underline 
them. Elicit ideas from the class, (key words: 1 difficult, Paris; 
2 What, idea; 3 surprised; 4 Why, like, songs; 5 George’s app, 
help students). Time permitting, go through the key words in 
each of the questions and elicit synonyms. Tell students that 
words with the same or a similar meaning are called synonyms. 
Tell them to write them down above the key words.

Tell students that the questions are always in the same order 
as the text, so once they have found the answer to a question 
in the text the answer to the next question will always be 
below it.

exam task: multiple choice
Note that the rubric for this task type is slightly different 
in the Cambridge A2 Key for Schools exam: For each 
question, choose the correct answer.

4   If you think it will help, do the first one as a class. 
Ask students what the key word is in the first question 
(difficult). Elicit synonyms for difficult, e.g. hard, 
then tell students to read the first paragraph of the 
text and find the synonym/paraphrase wasn’t easy. 
Students should underline the answer so that it’s easy 
for them to see where to start looking for the next 
answer. Students should complete the rest of the task 
on their own as they would in the exam. Elicit answers 
from the students and ask different students for the 
synonym of the key word and the underlined part of 
the text where they found the answer.

1 B (Paris had a lot of different subjects to study for and 
he forgot facts.)

2 C (His dad got the ideas for a hip hop song from the 
exam notes in a physics book.)

3 A (The use of but tells us Paris didn’t think he’d like his 
dad’s music.)

4 C (The songs were ‘useful’ – the verb use is a distractor 
here.)

5 B (Anywhere means in any place, so students don’t 
have to be at a desk (distractor) to study.)

READING SB pp36–37

To start
Put students into pairs to brainstorm the perfect school day. 
Give them some ideas of things to think about: how long the 
day is, what time it starts, how many lessons there are, how 
long lunchtime is. Write these on the board as prompts if you 
think it will help. Encourage students to give reasons for their 
choices. Give students four minutes to come up with ideas, 
then tell them to join another pair to swap ideas. Elicit ideas 
from the groups.

Power up
1  Tell students that the topic of this lesson is music and 

studying. Refer students to the photos and ask them to 
say what they can see. Help with any vocabulary they 
might need. (For G (physics) the equipment is called a 
Van Der Graaf generator and generates static electricity.) 
Ask students to match the photos to the words, then 
generate some discussion by asking students if they do 
the things in the pictures in their lessons at school and 
what things they are learning about at the moment. 
Allow students to volunteer information about any 
subject rather than asking them about specific subjects as 
their vocabulary will be limited.

A P.E.  B maths  C biology  D history  E geography   
F chemistry  G physics  H art

2  Ask students to discuss the question in pairs. You could 
also ask students if there are some subjects they study 
while listening to music and others they don’t.

Read on

background information
George Hammond-Hagan, a British songwriter and producer 
created Studytracks when his son, Paris was having trouble 
concentrating for his exams in 2014. Studytracks is a 
computer program and smartphone app that sets homework 
and exam study to music and can also be used by teachers in 
the classroom. Studytracks is very popular and the app has 
been downloaded more than 150,000 times.

3  Before students do the task, give them one minute 
to quickly read the text and find out what it’s about 
(Paris’s dad created a music app to help him study). 
Allow students to compare their answers in pairs before 
eliciting ideas from one or two students.

 Read the instruction and headings with the students, 
then ask them to underline the important words in each 
heading. Ask students why we do this (it helps us find the 
information easily in the text). Ask students to match the 
headings on their own then check answers with a partner. 
Go through the answers as a class.

1 C  2 –  3 A  4 B
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Teacher’s Online Resources
All the support a busy teacher needs in one place, accessed via the 
access code in the Teacher’s Book or via your Pearson consultant.

Presentation tool

• Front-of-class teacher’s tool with fully interactive version of 
every Student’s Book and Workbook activity with integrated 
audio and video.

• Planning mode, including teacher’s notes, and teaching mode.

• Easy navigation via either book page or lesson fl ow.

• Additional whole-class game activities – plus score and timer 
tools for teacher-led games.
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