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7 Functional Language Practice: Likes and dislikes

1	 Complete the dialogue with the words below.

absolutely ​ enjoy ​ fan ​ into ​ keen ​ quite ​ stand ​ thing

Kerry	 So, what do you want to watch on TV tonight? How about the football match? It’s Man United vs 

Arsenal.

Beth	 I really can’t 1  football. In fact, to be honest, I’m not really  
2  watching sport on TV at all.

Kerry	 All right, no sport. Let’s see, there’s the new Sherlock series on at nine o’clock.  

I 3  love Benedict Cumberbatch.

Beth	 Really? He’s a good actor, but I’ve never been that 4  on the new version of 

Sherlock. I’m a big 5  of the old Sherlock Holmes films from the 1940s, with 

Basil Rathbone. In fact, I 6  most old films very much.

Kerry	 Well, OK. Are there any good old films on TV tonight?

Beth	 There’s a great 1950s sci-fi film on Channel 4. I’m 7  into sci-fi at the moment.

Kerry	 Sorry, but science fiction is not really my 8  . I’ve got a much better idea.

Beth	 What’s that?

Kerry	 Let’s forget about watching TV. Let’s listen to some music instead.

2	 Work in pairs. Act out the dialogue.

3	  SPEAKING   Work in pairs. Look at the TV guide below. Discuss what programme you should watch 
together. Use language to express your likes and dislikes.

Friday, September 25th 9 p.m.

BBC 1 The Curse of Frankenstein  
Classic 1950s horror film. 

BBC 2 Golf 
Live golf coverage from the Ryder Cup.

ITV 1 Family Dinners  
Top chef Freddie Martin shares his favourite family recipes.

Channel 4 British Museum: Treasures of the World 
Archaeologist Jan Stevens, gives a guided tour around the museum.  
This week: The Egyptian Room

BBC 3 Rick’s New Life  
Hilarious new sitcom starring Dave Smith as Rick.

UK Gold Pride and Prejudice  
Classic TV drama based on the novel by  
Jane Austen.

ITV 2 The Singer 
Semi-finals of the popular singing competition.  
Who will go home tonight, and who will go  
forward into next week’s finals?
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	 7 	 Functional Language 
Practice: Likes and dislikes
Aims: To review and practise language for talking about 
likes and dislikes. This draws on the language in Lesson 7G.
Time: 15–20 minutes
Materials: One handout for each student

Exercise 1
•	 Give each student a handout and ask them to complete 

the dialogue with the correct words. Tell them to 
read through the dialogue first and ask a couple of 
comprehension questions: Does Beth like watching 
sport on TV? (no) Who doesn’t like science fiction films? 
(Kerry) Students can then work in pairs to complete the 
dialogue.

KEY
1  stand    ​2  into    ​3  absolutely    ​4  keen    ​5  fan    ​
6  enjoy    ​7  quite    ​8  thing

Exercise 2
•	 Students act out the dialogue in pairs. Encourage them 

to speak expressively and invite one or two pairs to 
perform their dialogues to the rest of the class.

Exercise 3
•	 Students look at the TV guide and then discuss what 

they should watch together. Go through the options in 
the guide with the class, checking that they understand 
what the main topic of each programme is. Students 
discuss in pairs.


