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Unit 2 
Language in action 2.2

HOW THINGS USED TO BE

1	 Watch the video up to 01:13. Are the sentences 
T (true) or F (false)?
1	 The vlogger is talking about his parents.  F
2	 His grandmother used to type reports on  

a computer.  F
3	 If she made a mistake, she had to retype the 

whole page.  T
4	 Her sister used to talk a lot on the phone.  F
5	 She used to ride bikes and play outside  

a lot.  T

2	 Put the words in the correct order to make 
sentences. How do you say them in your 
language?
1	 make / she / didn’t / again / that / mistake / !
	 She didn’t make that mistake again!
2	 this / probably / know / one / you / .
	 You probably know this one.
3	 good / sounds / idea / a / like / !
	 Sounds like a good idea!

3	 Watch the video from 01:13 to the end. Complete 
the rules with the words in the box. You do not 
need all the words.

actions  didn’t  -ed form  habits  infinitive     
states  use  used

1	 We use used to and would to talk about past 
states, habits  and repeated actions.

2	 We use used to and would followed by the 
infinitive  without to.

3	 We use didn’t  use to in negatives.
4	 We use Did + use  to in questions.
5	 We don’t use would to talk about past 

states .

4	 Underline and correct one mistake in each 
sentence.

1	 People didn’t used to watch TV at home in the 
evenings. use

2	 I use to go to the cinema on Saturday afternoons. 
used

3	 They would to let us ride the bus for free if we 
were under seven. would let

4	 My parents would have an old car which they 
drove every Sunday. used to

5	 We always used to looking forward to the 
summer holidays. look

5	 Complete the text with used to, would or the past 
simple form of the verbs in brackets. Use would 
whenever it is possible.

	 When I was a child, we 1 would go  (go) to the 
seaside every weekend. My sister and I 2 would play  
(play) card games in the back seat of the car. We  
3 didn’t use to have  (not have) phones in those 
days. The first one to see the sea 4 would give  
(give) a big shout! Mum and dad 5 would buy  (buy) 
us fish and chips and ice cream if we were lucky. One 
time, they 6 took  (take) us for a trip on a steam 
train. It was wonderful!

6	 Circle the correct options.
1	 We … to play football on Sundays.

a	 use b	 used c	 would
2	 What games did you … to play?

a	 use b	 used c	 used to
3	 … to live in the countryside?

a	 Did you use b	 Did you used c	 Did use you
4	 How … get to school in those days?

a	 you used to b	 used you to c	 would you
5	 They … have computers.
	 a	 didn’t used to
	 b	 wouldn’t

c	 didn’t use to
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3-D PRINTING IS COOL

1	 Watch the video up to 01:13. Complete the 
sentences with words from the video.
1	 The vlogger went on a school trip to  

a university .
2	 She saw a 3-D printer for the first  time.
3	 3-D printers were developed before  she 

was born.
4	 A scientist used a 3-D printer to create a human 

ear .
5	 3-D printers are used by dentists  and 

doctors.

2	 Look at the phrases in the box. How do you 
say them in your language? Use the phrases to 
complete the sentences.

Anyway …
Isn’t that amazing?
It was totally cool!

1	 I think 3-D printing is fascinating. Anyway , 
I hope we get to visit the science lab again.

2	 They can make shoes and jewellery with 3-D 
printers. Isn’t that amazing?

3	 I really enjoyed our visit to the science lab.
It was totally cool!  

3	 Watch the video from 01:13 to the end. Match 
1–4 with a–d to make rules.
1	 We use the past perfect to talk about� c
2	 We form the past perfect� b
3	 Never/already/ever come after had� a
4	 We form the negative� d

a	 and before the past participle.
b	 with had + past participle.
c	 actions that happened before a past event.
d	 with had not + the past participle.

4	 Complete the sentences with the past perfect 
form of the verbs and the words in brackets.

1	 Had  you ever heard  (ever / hear) of 
3-D printing before you came to this workshop?

2	 Lena had already made  (already / make) two 
robots before she finished high school.

3	 Before Eric went to Mexico, he 
had never spoken  (never / speak) Spanish.

4	 I hadn’t been  (not be) interested in 
science before we went to the science lab.

5	 They’ d already chosen  (already / choose) the 
winning project by the time we arrived.

5	 Rewrite the sentences using the past perfect 
form of the verbs and never, ever or already.
1	 I entered the science competition three times 

before I won a prize.
	 I had already entered the science competition 
	 three times before I won a prize.
2	 Did you study electronics before you went to 

university?
	 Had you ever studied electronics before you
	 went to university?
3	 Max didn’t read about 3-D technology before he 

went to the science exhibition.
	 Max had never read about 3-D technology
	 before he went to the science exhibition.
4	 She wrote three books before she was 12.
	 She had already written three books before 
	 she was 12.
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